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GRAFFITI HURTS!  www.graffitihurts.org 

What is graffiti? 

You’ve probably seen graffiti somewhere in your community. It’s the words, colors, and shapes drawn or scratched on buildings, overpasses, train cars, desks, and other surfaces. 

It’s done without permission and it’s against the law. The FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting Program considers graffiti vandalism. 

The term graffiti comes from the Greek word graphein, which means, “to write”. Graffiti today ranges from simple, one-color monikers (like a nickname), called “tags”, repeated on many surfaces to complex compositions of several colors. 

How is a community really “hurt” by graffiti? 

Graffiti sends the signal that nobody cares, attracting other forms of crime and street delinquency to the neighborhood.

Graffiti drains tax dollars. Funds that could be used for schools, roads, parks, and other community improvements, are used for graffiti clean up. 

Graffiti decreases a resident’s feeling of safety. Neighborhoods with graffiti see a decrease in property values, loss of business growth and tourism, and reduced ridership on transit systems. 

What is the best way to prevent graffiti? 

The most effective way to prevent graffiti is to remove it promptly. While this may be difficult, studies show that removal within 24 to 48 hours results in a nearly zero rate of reoccurrence. 

Citizens can also “adopt-a-spot” and keep it graffiti free. Or, turn a graffiti-plagued wall into a mural. Paint-brush murals are almost never hit with graffiti. 

Ten Things You Can Do To Prevent Graffiti - (Source:  Keep America Beautiful)

1. Get educated. Learn about graffiti, how it impacts your community, and who is responsible for graffiti prevention and clean-up in your area. 
2. Report graffiti to the appropriate authorities. 
3. Organize a paint-out. Gather supplies and community volunteers to remove graffiti in your neighborhood. 
4. Coordinate a graffiti awareness campaign at your school or in the community. 
5. Make a presentation on graffiti prevention to your school, class, or neighborhood group. 
6. Adopt a spot in your school or community and make sure it stays clean and free of graffiti. 
7. Plant trees or other greenery near a graffiti-plagued wall. This will help prevent access. 
8. Ask your community to install lighting in areas that are dark and often hit with graffiti.
9. Contact a local Keep America Beautiful affiliate (www.kab.org) and volunteer to help keep 

your community clean. 
GOING GREEN

Appreciating Nature

According to a National Wildlife Federation report, today’s kids spend six and a half hours a day “plugged into” electronic media.  Research shows that children are spending half as much time outside as they did 20 years ago.  Because of this, NWF is encouraging a “Green Hour” every day—a time for unstructured play and interaction with the natural world.  This can take place in a garden, a backyard, the park down the street, or any place that provides safe and accessible green spaces where children can learn and play.  

Research shows that children who play outside:

· Play more creatively

· Have lower stress levels

· Have more active imaginations

· Become fitter and leaner

· Develop stronger immune systems

· Have greater respect for themselves, for others, and for the environment

Suggested outdoor activities include nature journaling, bird watching, looking at clouds, gardening, and climbing trees.  Visit GreenHour.org for more ideas on how to connect children to nature. 

Fostering Wildlife

Taking steps to promote wildlife in your backyard or school campus is an excellent way to connect with the natural world.  Replacing grass lawn areas with native wildflowers and shrubs, creating water features, and putting up nesting boxes or feeders are just some of the ways you can provide a nurturing refuge for our urban wildlife.

Recycling/ Waste Reduction

Recycling turns materials that would otherwise become waste into valuable resources. Collecting used bottles, cans, and newspapers and taking them to the curb or to a collection facility is just the first in a series of steps that generates a host of financial, environmental, and social returns. Some of these benefits accrue locally as well as globally. 

PEOPLE LITTER BECAUSE…

1. They feel the land does not belong to them.

2. They believe someone else will pick up after them.

3. Litter is already there!

SEVEN SOURCES OF LITTER:

1. MOTORISTS

2. PEDESTRIANS

3. UNCOVERED VEHICLES

4. DUMPSTERS

5. LOADING DOCKS

6. CONSTRUCTION SITES

7. HOUSEHOLD TRASH IMPROPERLY PLACED AT CURB

(Source:  Keep America Beautiful)

TEACHING OUR CHILDREN TO REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE
These three R's are simple environmental concepts that any child can learn.

When kids see the trash from their home being taken away by a garbage collector, it can be hard for them to grasp that this garbage actually ends up somewhere else, like in a landfill, and doesn't just disappear. But when you adopt environmentally responsible practices in your home, you teach your children not only about where trash ends up, but also how they can work with you to produce less garbage and thereby protect the environment. 

Earth Day Every Day: Reduce 
There are many ways you can reduce the amount of waste you create. Take your kids shopping with you and lead by example as you take the following steps to cut down on waste: 

· Bring your own reusable ones instead. 

· Choose products that have the least amount of packaging. 

· Buy in bulk when purchasing items like laundry detergent, shampoo, pet food, cat litter, etc.

· Buy unpackaged items in loose bins when available, such as tools and produce. 

· Use what you already have instead of buying something new whenever possible. 

· Buy liquid products that are concentrated. 

· Avoid single serving foods that require extra packaging. 

Earth Day Every Day: Reuse 
To reuse means to continue using the products you have, instead of disposing of them and buying new ones. You can teach your kids to get in the habit of reusing by adopting these policies in your home: 

· Purchase reusable, rather than disposable, products such as mugs, dishes, cloth napkins, metal                                                 flatware instead of paper cups, plates, and napkins, and plastic utensils. 

· Use refillable containers, like water bottles and soap containers, whenever possible. 

· Use both sides of paper when printing from your computer. 

Earth Day Every Day: Recycle 
Many products are recyclable, meaning they can be made into other products. The environmental officials in your community can tell you about the recycling programs in your area. Teach your kids to place all recyclable items, such as glass, aluminum, steel, paper, and plastic, in the appropriate containers around your home. 
